In the opening essay on literary salons in Berlin around 1800, Margret Liebezeit highlights the salons' functions as "Fluchtort" and "Protestmöglichkeit" next to "Geselligkeit und Bildung" (5). Liebezeit sees Henriette Herz's ability to combine different interests within herself and in her salons paralleled in several GDR authors: in the engineers Zeplin and Laabs, the mathematician Helga Königsdorf, the psychologists Schubert and Pietrass, and the philosophers Braun, Hein, and Feyl. Rahel Varnhagen's hopes for a politically and socially changed world demanded of her, according to Liebezeit, a continual building of bridges to others and exuding complete honesty and frankness in her two salons and in her daily morning ritual of letter writing-a quality that Helga Königsdorf adhered to in her insistence on truth in Respektloser Umgang (1986) out of an existential urgency on the eve of potential nihilation. Of the twelve papers, the first five concern politics and political theory; one is about GDR film, and the last six address the literature of such writers as Franz Fühmann, Helga Königsdorf, and the so-called "Sächsische Dichterschule." The first six essays are in English as are two of the six literary essays; so those topics which might interest specialists not familiar with the language are accessible to the widest possible audience.
In his treatment of Günter de
The first essay, by Mike Dennis, addresses the failed relationship between GDR socialism and scientific-technical progress. Among his conclusions he cites these observations: "the economy was clearly insufficiently flexible to close the technology gap with the advanced Western industrial countries and it was faltering under increasing strain from the flow of resources into the social welfare program and the costly autarchic high-tech strategy" (28). It makes good, informative reading, with clear arguments leading into the actual events of late 1989.
The next article, by Hubertus Knabe, describes itself as a study of "pre-Wende debate about democratic reform," with special foeus on "Legitimacy and Legitimization in the GDR" (31). It is a detailed and lively account, which points to the role of the Protestant churches as a forum for debate and outlines "the deficits in the legitimation of political rule" (51). As a document of events preceding change, its value is clear and its scholarship commendable.
Uwe-Jens Heuer's essay "The Classic Concept of Democracy and Our Times" (53-64) is a nice complement to Knabe's article because its theoretical approach broadens one's sense of the concept of democracy, particularly as that term is used in political systems which contrast with capitalism. The author relates his discussion to events in the GDR and other Eastern European countries in a helpful, convincing way.
The last two articles in the "social sciences" " (181-196) . In this essay, as in the preceding two, the author considers the use of a historical figure in a novel, but here he is able to add greatly to the depth of his analysis because of his own personal conversations with Joachim Walther. For this reason, the reader is in the felicitous position of looking forward to footnotes as well as text while reading a discussion of ethos and responsibility in two different, but perhaps comparable, ages.
The last essay, "Lyrik der 'Sächsischen Dichterschule'" by Gerrit-Jan Berendse, is a particular pleasure because there seem to be so few essays offered in recent years which address lyric poetry as a genre, closely consider variant versions of single poems, attempt to define poems by theme or offer a coherent view of a group of contemporary poets-all of which this essay is able to accomplish. Whether the terms used here find wide acceptance or not, this creative view of poetry by such authors as Heinz Czechowski, Karl Mickel and B.K. Tragelehn (all born in Dresden) as well as Rainer Kirsch, Rainer Kunze and others (born in Saxony) is one which will challenge and perhaps even delight the reader.
These twelve essays, nicely grouped and balanced, full of insight, originality and historical significance, compose one of the most successful sets of papers of high quality which a reader could wish to find.
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